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POSTAL PACKAGES 

The invention relates to a package suitable for use in the postal service. 

For many years people have used postcards as a convenient means of mail communication for 
sending short messages or greetings to fiiends, colleagues and others. Most postcards are a 
convenient size for use in the postal services, for example, about 148mm x 104mm. 
Commonly postcards are in the form of picture postcards, in which a picture or reproduction 
of a photograph appears on one face, and space is provided on the other Dace for an address 
to be written and a dwrt message to be added. In some cases picture postcards are of varying 
sizes, for example, up to 225mm x 320nuTL Postcards may also be in the form of large ly blank 
cards, with spaces specifically provided for the entry of an address on one side, and for the 
entry of a short message on the other. 

Both types of postcard arc sometimes used for promotional purposes, in which case, the 
message element or part of it will be pre-printed, and/or an address label added or an address 
printed onto the postcard. 

Picture postcards are frequently used by tourists or visitors to a particular location. The visitor 
desires to send a short mKsage back to friends and colleagues. A picture postcard provides 
a convenient medium. It can be chosen to show representations of tht place or articles or 
sights at the place being visited, or other messages. 

The present invention provides a postcard package, preferably a picmre postcard package, 
characterised in that it encloses a computer readable hig h density date storage disk. The 
advantage of such a card is that it permits the iiser to convey a short message to the recipient 
in the same way as a conventional postcard, but the sender, by using the storage medium, can 
also include detail about the place being visited, including pictures and sound or interactive 



wo 97/37350 



PCr/GB97/O0M3 



2 

displays, or other information. In addition such postcards can be purchased as souvenirs for 
future use including viewing by the visitor to refresh his recollections or for study. 

An example of the computer storage medium which can be used is a conventional compact 
disk ("CD") for example, those known as CD ROM. The most common form is a disk 120mm 
in diameter. The disk comprises a platter which is etche d with digital informat ion. It is 
commonly made from aluminium. The platter is encapsulated in a transparent plastic disk 
shaped enclosure, to form theCCK In use the di^ is placed in a reader which uses a light beam 
to detect the etched digital information, which can then be decoded as necessary. A feature of 
CDs is the very large amount of digital information which can be stored on them, enabling 
them to be used for the stOTage of reasonabie to excellent quality images or sound, and often, 
in addition, textual information. 

Currently, disks can hold up to 640 IvlBytes (formatted) of digital information, although much 
higher capacities are forecast in tlie ne:ct few years. The invention preferably uses mass stor^ 
media having at least 1 00 MByte s of stor^e capacity or potential storage capacit>' although, 
in use, such media may be only partially used. CDs are also characterised by being relatively 
durable, and can sustain minor damage such as scratching without necessarily impairing the 
decodeability of the stored data. CDs u»ed in the invention will preferably be compatible for 
use with PC based computers, or PC and Mackintosh based computers. CDs may also be 
miniature size CDs such as 80mm disks. The storage media can also be DVDs. 

The invention is not restricted to use of currently available computer storage media, but is 
applicable to any reasonably permanent high densi ty storage med ium in substantially flat 
form. ' ' 

Preferably, such media have a storage or potential storage capacity exceeding 300 MBytes, 
more preferably 500 MBytes. The advantage of such media is that they can be used to store 
im^es, particularly moving images, which can be displayed via a computer, and/or sound. 
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and preferably both. It is possible that advances io technology will permit such images t be 
stored using less storage cjqjacity; preferred embodiments of the invention use CDs having 
at least 10 minutes, preferably 25 minutes film or film clips (viz moving images) in the form 
of digitally stored images produced by photography or video photograph. Preferably the 
definition of such images will be substantially equal to or exceed standard (625 line) television 
images. 

Preferred media are non-magnetic. The invention does not cover use of currently 
commercially available types of fully demountable magnetic disk, such as those known as 
miagnetic Ooppy disks (available in 3.5" (89mm) and 5^5" (133nun) sizes). In the case of 
these disks the stabUity of the recording and the density of the dala storage make it unsuitable 
for the intended purpose of the invention. 

However, new technology may make available high density, high stability magnetic discs 
which arc fiJly demountable and vkliich have suitable dimensions and stability to bejncluded 
* postcagd jackage for ina iling, and such media would be regarded as suitable for the 
invention. 

Preferably, the disks suitable for use in the invention arc less than 2mm thick, more preferably 
less than !. 5mm. < . .. : , 

The postcard package can consist of a sandwich made up of a sheet on one side, the disk in 
the middle, an d a sheet on the other side . 

The "sheet" may be made of any relatively stiff and durable material such as plastic or card, 
so that it is of a type which is reasonably capable of being sent thitMigh the post without 
material damage. Examples are lOOgm card or, more preferably, at least 200gm card or 
heavier card. It is only necessary that one of the ftont and rear-sheet should be stiff, alUiough 
it is preferred that both are. 
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Preferably the sheet on one side carries on its outward facing face a picture or o ther graphical 
image, for example, suc h as would a|year on a picture p ostcard (referred to here as the "front 
sheet"). The outer face of the front sheet may be covere dbys yne prot^ve ma terial such as 
a transparent pla^icfilm_or sheet, or may be simply the printed surface, or the printed surface 
may be covered with varnish or lacquer. 

Preferably, the sheet on the other side (referred to here as Ae "rear sheet") has, on its outward 
facing face, an area adapted to receive the address nf the addressee. Preferably such area will 
be substantially blank, and will be designated visually to receive the address, for example, by 
indicated lines for entry of the address. It will preferably be of such a size as to receive an 
address of at least 5 lines, which may be printed. More usually it will have a space adapted to 
receive at least 5 handwritten lin^. Preferably it vdll be at least 40nun x 50mm, more 
preferably at least SOrarn X 60mm, 

The area is preferably adapted to receive written text, preferably from commonly used writing 
implements such as ball-point pen or rolief bail pen, of using an aqueous based ink. So that 
the area adapted to receive liie shiipess is capable of being written on with such vsriting 
implements, it is preferably prepared witli a suitable surface, or the sheet is made from card, 
or the relevant area is covered with a p aper bascd^o rother matt hydrophilic ink binding 
covering. Preferably, the surface is suitable for writing on with a choice of the most commonly 
available writing implements. The postcard package may be supplied in conjunction wth a 
writing implement, in which case die surfece may be specially adapted to receive writing from 
that implement. 

Preferably the card also lias an area^l^ted to receive a message. Such a messiagc may be a 
printed message for example where die card is used for promotional purposes. Preferably 
however, it is an area adapted to be written on and the area is sutetantially blank or free from 
material which would materially impair readability of text thereon. Conventionally, about half 
of the area of a postcard is set aside for writing a message on and this is preferred in cards 
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according to the invention. Preferably the area is designated as t receive the message, and is 
an area of at least SStrm x 70nini, such as 95mm x 80mm. The same considerations apply to 
the nature of the surface as set out in relation to the address area. 

A preferred form of the rear sheet is a card at least 122mm wide and approximately 177mm 
long or more, for example for standard (120mm) CDs. or preferably about lOOmra wide for 

80mm CDs. with one suifk«, used as the outer suifece, substantially fiee of any mate^ 
than designations for the address area, the message area and an area for affixing a postage 
stamp. 

The invention also encompasses postcard packages in which the from sheet is a card having 
a substantial blank area. In such a case the area adapted to receive the address will be on that 
sheet, and may be so designated The rear sheet wiU tfien, geneiaily. be adapted to r^^^ 
message and the message area will cover substantially the whole area of the rear sheet. 

The front sheet and rear sheet of the postcard package are secured di recdy or mdirecUy t o each 
otfier. Conveniently, this may be along one edge. For example, tlie front sheet and rear sheet 
can be formed from a single sheet, with a transverse fold line, across the length of the sheet. 
The single sheet can then be folded, one end forming the front .sheet, and the other forming 
therearsheetofthepostcardpackage. Alternatively a single sh^j may be used 
parallel fold lines across its lengt^ or width, so. tbat the area between.the fold lines fonns a 
front or back sheet, and the two areas outside the fold lin« r,flaps")fold toy^^s each other 
andtogetherfoimthesecond sheet, orpartofit In this case a self adheave strip or sheet c an 
be adhagaCT^jhejoin between the two flag^ seal them in"^i^^rThe self adhesi velrip 
or sheet may for example caiythespacg for an address oi; ^lessag e. Alternatively, the front 
and rear sheets may be festened to a hinge stmcture, such as a.hinge attached to or forming 
part of a holder for the CD, described below. 
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The disk used in postcard packages according to the invention is generally a flat circular disk. 
Preferably the postcard packages will include a holder to fit the disk and hold it against 
movement. Such a holder might be in the form of a plastic sheet or sheet made from other 
material such as card, with a recess, or a cut-out going through the thickness of the sheet, • 
adapted to fit the disk. Such a sheet may be formed in parts. For example a flaporstti£may. 
be provided along edges of the front or back sheet, so that edges of the strip define a recess- 
or partial recess in which the CD can be secured. In addition or alternatively the cut-out can 
be so designed that the edges of the cut-out engage the edge of the CD at specific points to 
hold it against movement. In one embodiment securing elements, preferably flaps, are 
provided. Tnese securing elements when in an open position can defme a recess or partial 
recess within which the CD can be seemed. When closed they secure the CD, for example 
with a cut-out through which the CD can partially protrude, and the CD is secured in position 
by engaging the edges of the cut-ouL Tl»c holder in the fbnn of a sheet is preferably of the 
general size of the front and rear sheets. 

C3enerally the holder material will be relatively rigid so as to provide addiUonal protection to 
the disk and the from and rear sheets, although a flexible sheet material is not nxled out. 

The recess or cut-out for tJ.e disk is preferably generally ciiv-uiai, and may be provided in 
centre of the holder or towards one end. Pieferably there are provided additional recesses imo 
which a finger or nail can be inserted so as to lift the disk out of the le^^ 

The holder may be provided with rims around aU or a part of the edges, projecting out of the 
plane of the sheet forming the holder, so as to provide a recess or partial recess to hold the 
front and/or rear sheets. 

In one preferred embodiment the sheet holder material forms one part of a larger plastic sheet 
which is hinged along a transverse line approximately across the centre of the sheet, so that 
the sheet folds to form a folded sheet of generally the postcard package size. One or both half 
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sheets have a lecess so that, when folded, the recess or recesses in the two half sheets form a 
cavit y for holding the dis k. In such an arrangement the half sheets are preferably provided 
with releasable securing means so that they can be secured together to hold the disk in the 
cavity. 

Alternatively, the front sheet and rear sheet may be secured together at points along more than 
one edge so as to provide a pocket between the sheets for a CD. 

If the fiont and rear sheets are hinged by jnoviding a scored or folding line transversely across 
a longer sheet, so that the two halves can be folded , to foim the front and rear sheets 
reqjectively, jneferably the sheet is jnovided with two closely spaced scored or folding lines 
so that the hinged section fits closely to die thickness of a disk holder or the disk. If the hoWer 
is of plastic material it can be formed with rims as desoibed above and the front and rau 
sheets can be held in the recess provided by the rims so as to prevent the holder from sliding 
out from between the front and near cards. Alternatively, or in addition, the holder can be 
provided with clipping means, such as an overturned rim .>»^ch can lie over the whole or part 
of the edge of the front or rear sheet ■ , • , 

In a further alternative, the front or rear sheet can be secured to the holder sheet by other 
means such as adhesive. In order to gain access to the disk, one or other of.the front and rear 
sheets must be openable to reveal the recess in the holder, preferably in a inanner which dpes 
not destroy the package. Preferably therefore if adhesive is used, one of the cards is fastened 
with a lesealable adhesive. 

In an ahemative embodiment, the front and rear sheets are secured together around their 
periphery. An opening is provided between adjacent edges of the front and rear sheets 
sufficient to permit insertion and removal of the disk. 
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In Older to withdraw the disk from the package, die package can be opened. This can be done, 
for example, by lifting or removing the fix)nt or rear sheet, or part of it to reveal the disk. 
Where there is a holder the area or part of the area covering the recess or cut-out in the holder 
can be lifted or removed. Alternatively, a slot through which the disk can be slid from the 
recess or cut-out can be included, and a covering removed from the slot. 

In use, the package must be sealed in a manner adapted to resist inadvertent opening of the 
p^kage in transit in the postal services. 

A convenient form of securing means can be provided by a paper or tab fastened over an 
opening defined between openable edges of the front or rear sheets, or at sufficient points 
along such opening to maintain the CD, or CD in its holder, as the case may be, secure within 

the postcard package. The paper or tabs may be provided with weakened tear lines or other 
means for assisting cutting, when it is desired to remove the CD. Preferably two sealing means 
are provided. Convenienliy, the scaling means is reseaiabie or a second reseaiable sealing 
means is provided, in such a case, the package can be used for storage of the disk, and the 
resealing means maintains the package closed when access to the disk is not required. 

Suitably, reseaiable means could be a cUp ^Vhich secures the free end of tlie sheet adjacent the 
intended opening. Alternatively, the sheet may be provided with a generally reseaiable 
securing means such as a clip which does not prevent, or is not designed to prevent opening 
in the rigours of the postal services, and a finther securing means is provided v^ch is not 
reseaiable, for example a flap of paper or cand, such as an extension of the other sheet, which 
is adhered in a nort-resealable manner over the end of the package, for example onto die sheet 
on the other side. Preferably in such an embodiment the front sheet has an extension flap 
which can be folded over and is adhered to the rear sheet. Preferably the flap is hinged to 
facilitate bending, preferably by two closely spaced transverse folding or scored lines. 
Preferably the extension flap has a weakened tear line or a pair of weakened tear lines, for 
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example the fold lines, so that the package can be opened by separating the flap a! the tear line 
or by removing the strip between the two tear lines. 

The postcard packages may include other material, for example, fnomotional leaflets inserted 
between the front and rear sheets. In addition, the postcard packages may be provided with 
protective covering over the entire package, at least some of which is removable prior to use 
so that the area provided for the address can be uncovered sufficiently to add the address to 
the package, and preferably the area for any message is also capable of being uncovered so 
that a written message may be added. Alternatively, some or all the relevant areas may be left 
uncovered by the protective covering. Preferably the protective covering is transparent, so that 
while providing protection for a substantial part of the package, the front and rear sheets 
themselves can be seen. » 

In a further embodiment of the invention, the front post card is added by the purchaser. For 
example, a front post card base may be provided with a pressure sensitive adhesive itself 
protected by a suitable release sheet The user can then remove the release sheet and apply the 
postcard of his choice to the front of the postcard package. . . . ^ 

The invention also provides a disk holder for use in postcards according to the invention. 

The invention additionally provides postcard packagi^ as desqrib^ed . above, carrying a 
handwritten address and/or message, .vAdch may further dso, carry a postage stamp or 
otherwise have aii indication .that postage has been pre-paid pn, the j^kage. 

The invention further includes such postcard packages in cprpbiA^l^oii with a display stanjd for 
displaying a plurality of nich postcard; padcages,.optioriaUy |^ethe^ with ordinary postcards. 
Ahcmatively, the postcard p^rkages may be replaced with^d^'i^y postcard pack^es, which, 
look externally like postcard packages, but which do not have a disk included. Dummy 
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postcard packages may be used to avoid or limit theft of relatively valuable didcs, particularly 
where, as is often the case, postcard displays are not closely supervised. 

The invention is iliustraled by the following examples, although there are other ways in which 
it can be performed 

Figure 1 is a plan view of one embodiment of the postcard package. 
Figure 2 is a cross-sectional view of the package along line A-A in Figure 1 . 
Figure 3 is a detail cross-section of the area B in Figure 1 . 
Figure 4 is a detail elevation of the area C in Figure 1 . 
Figure 5 is a plan view of the rear of the package. 

Figure 6 is a cross-section of an alternative embodiment of the postcard package according 
to the invention, without the disk present." 

Figure 7 is a part cut away perspective view of a further embodiment of the invention from 
the back of the package. 



II 

Figure 8 is a plan view of the rear side of embodiment of Figure 7. 

Figures 9, 1 0 and 1 1 illustrate a further embodiment Figure 9 is a plan view of a cutout from 
cardboard to make the package. 

Figure 1 0 is a plan view illustrating the open package together with a CD. 
Figure II is a perspective view of a partially closed package. 



an 



The figures are not drawn to scale. 

Figure 1 shows a package ( 1 ) comprising a fhmt sheet (2) made of card of about 200gm/ 
weight covering a CD holder (3), with a CD (4) in the CD holder. TTie fiont sheet has 
openable edge (5) at which is attached a flap (6, Figure 2). The flap is passed over the end of 
tiie package (7) and over the end of the rear sheet (8, Figure 2) >ybere it is secured as deocribed 
in relation to Figures. "Die other end (9) of the fiont sheet (2) is Wngedly connected to the rear 
sheet ( 1 0) by an intemicdiary strip ( 11 ). Transverse score lines ( 1 2A, 1 2B) are provided across 
the width of the sheets and between the front and rear sheets and the intermediary strip to 
assist in folding. The overall size of the package is 126mm by 180mm. . . 

The CD holder (3) is made of a relatively rigid plastics material and has a body (1 3) with a 
recess (14) adapted to fit a suitable CD. The recess may be any shape which holds the CD 
reasonably against movement, but typically will be circular, and about 122mm in diameter. 
As shown the recess completely surrounds the periphery of the CD. However, it may be 

designed for example to extend to the end (7) of the package so that when opened the C^ 
slide out of the end. The recess has a floor (1 5) to provide additional rigidity and strucmral 
integrity to theh ider. The recess (14) approaches the edges (16A, 16B)oftheholder(3)at 



wo 97/37350 



PCT/GB97/00S63 



12 

points 17 and 18. At these points the plastics material thickness is about 2mm, making the 
overall dimensions of the holder 126mm by 180mm. 

Along the edges (16) of the holder (3) upstanding rims or flanges (1 9A, B, C, D. Figure 4) are 
provided which generally define recesses in which the front sheet (2) and rear sheet ( 1 0) can 
be seated, and the rims or flanges (19) engage the edges (20) of the from and rear sheets so as 
to restrain the holder fix>m moving relative to the sheets. 

Figure 3 shows a detail of the fastening means in this embodiment. Front sheet (2) has an 
extended flap or edge (6) comprising an intermediate section (6A) defined by two hinge lines 
(21 A, 21B) which may be made by scoring lines, and a securing flap (22). The securing flap 
is itself in two parts (23. 24) divided by a weakened line intended to facilitate tearing. The first 
part (23) is secured to the rear sheet (10) by a resealable pressure sensitive adhesive (25). The 
second part (24) is secured to the rear sheet by a permanent adhesive (26). In use the first part 
(23) is separated from the rear sheet (10) by tearing or cutting. The first part (23) can then be 
separated from thie rear sheet (10) by lifting. When t'ne user wishes to close the package (1) 
the person merely has to fold the flap (22) over, and reseal the first part (23) of the flap to the 
rear sheet (10) by pressing together so Lhat the resealable pressure sensitive adhesive secures 
the rear flap to the rear sheet again.' 

Usually the front sheet will carry a picture (not shown). Figure 5 shows the rear sheet (10), 
which will usually be generally blaiik, but be provided with indications designating the areas 
for the address (27), message (28) and postage stamp 03). 

Figure 6 shows an alternative embodiment accoiding to the invention. In this embodiment the 
holder (3) comprises a sheet (30) of plastics material folded at a scored fold line (3 1) so that 
it can fold back on itself. A iixess (32A, B) is provided in each half of the folded sheet so that 
in the folded position the recesses define a cavity (33) adapted to hold a CD. A rear sheet of 
paper (33) is adhered to the reai^ (34) of the holder. The rear sheet (33) has areas for the 
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address and message as described in relation to Figure 5. A pressure sensitive adhesive (35) 
is provided in patches on the front surface (36) of the holder, covered by a protective release 
paper. In use the release paper is removed and a conventional postcard is adhered to the front 
surface of the holder. 

At the free edges of the holder an interlocking rim is provided (not shown) so that when the 
edges of the front and rear parts of the holder arc pressed together they releasably secure to 
each other. A securing flap (37) is provided, securing the front and rear parts of the holder 
together at their outer free edges (38, 39). The flap (37) is intended to keep the package 
securely closed in transit in posL but has a weakened tear line (40) permitting it to be cut or 
torn in order to gain access to the CD on delivery. 

The embodiment in Figure 7 comprises a front sheet or.base for.a front sheet (51), a holder 
(52) and a rear sheet (53). 

The holder is fomied from a sheet of card or plastic„with a recess or cut-out (54) in which the 
disk (not shown) is placed. The holder (52) is sandwiched betvfeen the front sheet (5 1 ) and 
rear sheet (53), and is divided in to parts 52A and 52B, by a cut, hinge or.weakened break 
about the line 55 (shown as a dotted line). The front sheet is secured by, adhesive to the holder, 
and can form part of a hinge joining the two parts of the holder 52A and 52B. 

The rear sheet is secured by adhesiye .to Uie holder at least at its extrcmiUes. A scored or 
weakened tear line (58, 59, 60) is provided in the rear sheet sq^that a door section (61) of the 
rear sheet can be opened away from the remaining rear sheet, by detaching around the tear line 
opening of the door section, so uncovering a sufficient a^^; of the cut-out or recess (54) to 
pennit the disk to be removed. This is shown in;Figure,8 as a.generally semi-circular aea with . 
a tab extension, over about one half of the recess or cu^:oui (^)^ A hinge line or fimher tear 
line is provided (62) so that the door <an be hii^ged opeiji ortom completely away from the 
rear sheet A tab (63) is provided, defined by tear line 59, so that, in use, the.pad^e can be . 
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flexed about the line 55 in order to lift the tab above the surface of the rear sheet (53), and the 
door can be pulled open, in order to remove the disk. The rear sheet carries an address and 
message as are described elsewhere. Alternatively, or in addition to line 55, a small recess (63) 
is provided in the holder (52) behind the tab (63). In use, the user can press on the tab (63) so 
that this tear line (59) severs, and the user can then slip a finger under the tab and lift the door 
section (6 1 ) away from the holder (52) to reveal the disk. 

In the embodiment in Figures 9 and 10 the package (71) is in the form of a prccut card (Figure 
9). The card has front (73) and rear (74) sheets joined by a hinged region (75). The hinged 
region is scored at 76 and 77 to assist iii folding although it need not be scored or ain be 
scored in any convenient manner. 7 kic fiont sheet (73) comprises a first sheet (78) attached 
to a second sheet (79) by a scored line (72), one of these sheets being folded on top of the 
other and adhered io it so thai the front sheet comprises a double thickness of card. 

Attached to the rear sheet (74) at the opposite edge from the front sheet (73) is a fastening flap 
(80) of card. The Cap is scored (81, 82) to assist in folding, and has a self adhesive strip 
covered by a release paper (83) so thai after folding the card to form an empty package arid 
inserting the CD (84, Figure 10), the flap is folded over the edge (85) of the front slicel and 
adhered to it to seal the p2u:kage closeG. ^ 

In Figure 9 two further sheets (86, 87) arc shown. The two sheets are of similar construction 
and for simplicity the description refers principally to the lower dieet in the figures. The sheet 
(87) is aaached through hinge lines (89) to the rear sheet: The sheei has a fiirther hinge line 
(91) across its width, and a cut-out siectioa (93) with a radius of curvature Slightly larger than 
that of the CD to be held. The sheet are shown witfi a further cut-out section (94, 95) of 
approximately the same radius. In order to form the package the two sheets (86, 87) are 
folded inwards so that when the fix>nt sheet (73) is folded over, the two sheets (86, 87) lie 
between the front (73) and rear (74) sheets. Preferably the region (96, 97) closest to the rear 
sheet is adhered to the rear sheet. The region (98, 99) ("securing flaps") of the sheets (86, 87) 
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can then be folded back, so that the cut out regions (92, 93, 94, 95) define a part of a generally 
circular recess (100). The CD is inserted into the package to lie in this recess (100). The 
securing flaps (98. 99) can then be folded back over the CD (84). The CD piDtrudes through 
the cut out in the sheets (86, 87) and is held against significant movement by the recess 
formed by cut-outs (94, 95), or by engaging the edge of the cut-outs (92, 93). For additional 
security when folded and enclosing the CD a strip (101, 102) of the upper surfece of the sheets 
(86. 87) may be adhered to die corresponding lower surface of the front sheet by an adhesive 
which can be broken relatively easily. 

I*refeiably the card used in the package is similar to that used for making conventional 
postcards. A postcard picture can be printed directly onto the outside surface of the front 
sheet. Areas designated for addresses and messages can be indicated on the outside surface 
of the rear sheet In addition die inside surfaces can cany other printed or written material 
such as instructions for operation of ibs CD or promotional material. 

When a user requires access to the CD he or she cuts or tears the fastening flap (80) in order 
to open the iMckage in a book like manner. The securing flaps (98, 99). which are heW closed 
by the from sheet until opening..can then be lifted, and depending on their construction may 
partially spring out and the CD (84) removed. The packaged can conyeniently be used to store 
the CD, and the design may be used as a package for storing CDs whether or not it is in the 
form of a postcard pack^e. . . 

Of course the coristructiori can be yaried. For exanaple the front and , rear sheets can be 
interchanged. In practice it is convenient to have a package about 150imn by 150mm. The 
card used in the package can be for example 75gm-^ to ISOgm ?, preferably approximately . 
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CLAIMS 

1 A postcard package characterised in that it encloses or is adapted to enclose a 
computer readable high density data storage disk. 

2 A postcard package according to claim 1, comprising a front sheet and a rear sheet, at 
least one of the front and rear sheets having on its outer fece a substantially blank area 
adapted to receive an address. 

3 A postcard package accordix^ to any of the preceding claims, comprising a front sheet 
and a rear siieet, at least one of Uie front and rear sheets having on its outer face a 
substantiaSly blank area adapted to receive a written or printed message. 

4 A postcard package according to claim 2 or 3, in which the blank area adajrted to 
receive an address and/or message is visibly aesignated for ari address and/or message 
respectively. 

5 A postcard package accor^g to ariy of the preceding claims, in which the blank area 
is adapted to be written upon t^ilig aqueous writing media. 

6 A postcard package ikibrding to any of the preceding claims also comprising a holder 
for the disk for holding it against movement. 

7 A postcard package according to claim 6 in which the holder is in the form of a flat 
sheet of material in one or more paris, adapted la fit between the front and rear sheets 
and having a recess or cut-out adapted to hold the disk. 
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8 A postcard package according to claim 7 in which the holder is provided with 
upstanding rim elements along at least part of its edges so as to define generally a 
recess into which the front and/or rear sheet can be located against the holder. 



10 



11 



or 



A postcard package according to claim 6. 7 or 8 in which at least part of the front 
rear sheet is openable away from the disk holder, so as to permit removal of the disk 
therein and, in use. is secured closed by a seal adapted to resist inadvertenUy opening 
in the course of transit by postal services. 

A postcard package according to any of the preceding claims in which an opening 
between the front and rear sheets for removal of the disk is provided with a 
non-resealable securing mean to prevent inadvertent opening during transit and a 
second resealable securing means. 

A postcard package according to any of the preceding claims in whi ch the front sheet 
carries on its outer face a picture. 



12 A postcard package according to any of the preceding claims, in combination with a 
store front display stand adapted to display a plurality;pf such 

13 A store from display stand adapted to display a pliiiality :Of packag55,acqprding to any 
of the precedings claims, characterised in, that it carrie5.at.lta5t. one dummy .such 
package. 

■ '• ■■■■ ■■ ! ;.<.•; !;(„.:.•:•.•. • ■ 

14 A disk holder for use in a postcard package.accordingjkvany of claimr. 6 to 1 1. 

15 A postcard package according to any of claims 1 to 1 1 carrying a handwritten address 
and a handwritten message and an indication that it is pre-paid for posting. 
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16 A package for holding a CD comprising fnmt and rear sheets hinged together along 
a common edge, and securing elements lying between the boat and rear sheets when 
the front and rear sheets are folded together, the securing elements having an open 
position such that together they define a recess or partial recess within which the CD 
can be secured, and a closed po«ti<m to secure the CD within the recess, the securing 
elements being maintained in the closed position by closing the front and rear sheets 
together. 

17 A package according to claim 1 6 in vrtiich the securing elements are in the form of 
flaps hinged to the back sheet or firont sheet 
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A postcaixl package accordiitg to my of the preceding claims as described herein with 
specific reference to any of figures 
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AMENDED CLAIHS 

[received by the International Bureau on 11 August 1997 (11.08.97); 
original claims 1-18 replaced by amended claims 1-20 (3 pages)] 



1 A poxiwd psdoge rhmrtrriirti in that it cnchwcs or is idiptcd to nciose « 
ooaQnits* icadat^ high denshy sionge di^ 

3 AponcgdpMhigeacconiiMtDdam 

«ik«goDeofthefam«odicgifaBetihiwnKonm 
va adapted lo xccdve 8a Mkkcss. 

4 A poau^ aceoriiro to mv of the ffli^mlimy iW*tp,4^g ■ ^^ ^^ 
and a rear sfaett, at kast m of tfffi fiDtt and icar abo^ 



■iitwi i Ml i aU y blank area adanted to nxam m -arrittMi r>r p T^ti^ 



5 A poattanipadcage according to claim 4 

on its oioer &CB bodt a Uank sa ad^itcd to rccd ve an addiesa and a aep^^ 
1 to inci > L a witttEs ] 



6 A po ncaid package according to ciaun 2 or 5. in which the blank arm adapted to 
f&es^ m mMwm^ nrr^^ nr'^Titgr vi*iK>y fWiggwi*^ fr^ m arWmg fPtj/trr m^ M^ 



7 A ^rmttrmM M#4r»g^ mtXBrdan^ tn my nf tKg* jBwt^ijpg Htini*, i" ^'hygK Kl"<k flTCfl 

u adapted to be written iipoii tisiag aqiiBous wiizng mediL 



for the disk fisr hcMng it J 



KWtlSQLDKWyiliwK 
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9 A postcard packige aocording to claim 8 in which the hoUei is in die fiDtm of a flat 
jhect of matoial in one or niore parts, ac^ttd to ft bcti^^ 

and having a recess or cut-out adapted to hold the disk. 

10 A postcard package acconfiog to ciaiui 9 in which the hokkr is provided with 
upstaadng rint dcsosssts akng at least pait of its edges so as to ite fiiur guic i aliy a 
rcoctt ioSD which the finont nd/or tern: sheet can ho kxatcd against the bender. 

11 Apostcanlpad!age9ooGfidingtoc[aisn8,9Qr 10^ 
rev si»e& is opa£^ away Ihe disk Itfi^ 

therein aal in use, is seeioed dosed by a seal adapted to icstst inadve^^ 
in Ac couarae of ixanstt by postal services. 

12 A poatcant package ac cor din g to any of Ac pgeceduag ciaims in which an opening 
between the fioot and tear dwts for removal of die disk is pcovkfed with a 
noo-rcsetdaUb sssmag jncaa .to prsven?: inAdv^tmit opening cfaxriag transit and a 
aooood reaealahle aecoting means. 

13 A postcaiti parage scconfing to any oftheprasding claims in which the 
canies on its outer ftce a pictnre. 

14 Ai mr t nHr'^'ir a rrw tHp g "y «f the |Mcahng chums, in comhii^ 
Store display stand adapted to display a plurality o 

15 Asioretadisphv«>«ttl«*l*»* to display 

of the pttcwting claims, characterised in that it cairies at least one dummy such 
package. 

16 AdiskhoWerfbrnseinapostwdpwiageaccotiUngtom^ 
cwiiiojiKwaiJHW 
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17 Apoitc8idpickj^aocaniiqgfioBy ofclams 1 to 13 CBrymg a fandwrit&n addicts 
sad a handwritten xscsaage and an mdicatioQ that H ii pre-paid fiar posting. 



18 ApadogeforhoMingaCDoQiitpriattig fims and iw abeets bulged togetber aloog 
a u ai mu p edge, and aec uriog f^ mr n tf tyixxg bciwu eB the firont and tear thoets when 
the 6am and rear afaeets are firided together, the secunng dcmeots having kd open 
siKb that vigedker they define a noesa or pamal leceia within 

, and a closed position to secure the CD within the recess* the securing 
L m the closed pgritirti by '■tfi^t^g the 6ont and tear sheets 



19 A pKkage accosding to claim 18 in yiftiA the securing etemcnts are in the form of 
flaps hinged to the tanck sheet 01 frDOt i 



20 A poatcani p^^kage Molding to any of the preceding daims as described herein witii 
specific reference to any of the fignres. 
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